
It is not the machine but what one does with 
the machine.

Our society is technologically determined 
and we are obligated to accept this new 
technology in order for this technology to 
blossom.

 “Apple pie is in itself neither good nor bad; 
it is the way it is used that determines its 
value.” 

“Society has to work along side the technol-
ogy, by the integration of human actions and 
machine we can truly say that we have a new 
technology that functions in society.

Marshall McLuhan. The Medium is the Message

Technology. The good, 
the bad and the ugly Software Exhibition (1970) aimed to focus on 

information processing systems and their 
devices as the key elements for the new 
media artistic creation.

New media art neither is a celebration of 
technology nor a condemnation, but an 
investigation through implementation of new 
shapes for the processes brought into the 
culture via computation.

“There is an impact of technology and our 
relation to it in our current artistic frame-
work.”

From Software—Information Technology .
Its New Meaning for Art 

Art in the Information Age

Before the printing press, information was not 
able to travel far. Therefore, for McLuhan, 
every aspect of modern life is a direct conse-
quence of Gutenberg’s invention 

“The transformation of society through the 
introduction of print technology and how 
these society come into existence is due the 
centuries of transformation that printed 
media has led”

Marshall McLuhan. The Galaxy Reconfigured

Hey Gutenberg, who is gonna 
clean up this mess?

Technology itself becomes the main focus 
within an artistic creation.

Hardware is the medium. Software is the 
message.

Software Exhibition offered a critique of the 
systematic process in which art objects (hard-
ware) become transformed by the media into 
information about art objects (software). 

“Most art ends up as information about art”

“It may not be, and probably is not, the 
province of computers and other telecom-
munications devices to produce art as we 
know it; but they will, in fact, be instrumental 
in redefining the entire area of esthetic 
awareness.” 

From Software—Information Technology .
Its New Meaning for Art 

The medium is the Artwork 
The information that a message provides is 
not the content but the medium itself. 

It has the power to modify and influence 
every human relation and activity.

“Many don’t see the important character of 
the medium, because we only look at the 
result; the result which is the content, and we 
are blinded to see the full effect of the 
medium which is the environment of the 
technology enabling the content to be possi-
ble.”

The medium is the massage

An interactive catalogue that provided infor-
mation based on the interests and interac-
tion of the viewer.

He named it as the first publicity-accessible 
hypertext. 

We shape our reality by the way we interact 
with technology.

Labyrinth (Ted Nelson)

A machine that paid attention to the prefer-
ences expressed by gerbils and then com-
pleted and formalized them into new, pleas-
ing structures.

Predictable algorithms based on user´s 
behavior

Computer-built environments shape our new 
“reality”

Seek (The Architecture Ma-
chine Group)

What "Orwellian" really means - Noah Tavlin https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oe64p-QzhNEmean

Stanley cubrick filming The clockwork Orange”

The Architecture Machine Group - Seek
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Gutenberg´s printing machine

The good, the bad 
and the ugly

M. Duchamp. Nude Descending a Staircase, No. 2


