
MA
CHINE/LEARNING

MA
LANGUAGE/CHINE

MA
CHINE/STRATEGY

MA
POETRY/CHINE

MA
CHINE/EVOLUTION

MESTRADO/DC 18/19  PROJETOS/EX.02/FABIO DE ALMEIDA

MAN-MACHINE POETRY/
OK Computer, poetry is for everyone. 

MAN-MACHINE LEARNING/ Be aware of how you 
educate your creature.

“...it is perhaps worth remarking that the 
appreciation of something as surprising requires as 

much of a “creative mental act” whether the 
surprising event originates from a man, a book, a 

machine or anything else.” [1]

MACHINE LANGUAGE/
Language is the field where thought and 

communication evolve. MAN-MACHINE STRATEGY / Randomness is the 
mother of all diversity.

“Most of the programmes which we can put into the 
machine will result in its doing something that we 
cannot make sense of at all, or which we regard as 

completely random behaviour.” [1]

MAN-MACHINE EVOLUTION/ It’s is time to merge. “The learning process may be regarded as a search for a form of 
behaviour which will satisfy the teacher (or some other criterion).  Since there is probably a very large number 
of satisfactory solutions the random method seems to be better than the systematic. It should be noticed that 
it is used in the analogous process of evolution.” [1]

[1] Alan Turing. 1950. “Computing Machinery and Intelligence”. Mind (49). Pages 433–460. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. [2] William S. Burroughs. 1978. “The Cut-Up Method of Brion Gysin”. A Casebook on the Beat. Pages 105-106. 
New York: Crowell. [3] Italo Calvino. 1986. “Cybernetics and Ghosts.” The Uses of Literature. Pages 3–27. New York: 
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.
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“By observing the results of its own behaviour it can 
modify its own programmes so as to achieve some purpose 

more effectively. These are possibilities of the near 
future, rather than Utopian dreams.” [1]

“An important feature of a learning machine is that its teacher 
will often be very largely ignorant of quite what is going on 
inside, although he may still be able to some extent to predict 
his pupil’s behaviour. This should apply most strongly to the 
later education of a machine arising from a child-machine of 
well-tried design (or programme).” [1] 

“It is probably wise to include a random element 
in a learning machine. A random element is rather 
useful when we are searching for a solution of 
some problem.” [1]

“The literature machine can perform all the 
permutations possible on a given material, 

but the poetic result will be the particular 
effect of one of these on a man endowed with 
consciousness and an unconscious, that is, an 

empirical and historical man.” [3]

“The cut-up method could be used 
to advantage in processing 
scientific data. How many 
discoveries have been made by 
accident?” [2]


