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Institute of Contemporary Art. Cybernetic Serendipity Exhibition poster, 
London, 1968

“Through the use of cybernetic devices 
to make graphics, film and poems, as 
well as other randomising machines 
which interact with the spectator, many 
happy discoveries were made.” [1]
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Though Burroughs was describing an 
analogical method, it was based on 

manufactoring chance, or rather, unexpected 
recombination, to generate a profound 

emotional outcome. That is made possible 
by the machine and allows for collaboration 

with an element external to the self to 
produce a previously unavailable outcome.

Adam Nadel. Chess grand master Garry Kasparov 
contemplates his next move against IBM’s Deep Blue, 1997

THE MACHINE
AS A METHOD

AUTOMATED
COMPOSITION
There is a di�erence between a 
computer composition1 and a  
computer sound2. However, both are 
based on algorithmic recombination - 
the essence of the cut-up method - 
which can help unlock the unconscious 
mind, as opposed art produced solely 
by human sensibility, which can only 
remain within the realms of the 
conscious mind.

1Lajaren Hiller & Leonard Isaacson.  
Illiac Suite, 1957

2John Cage. Cartridge Music, 1960

The concept of control (via feedback) can 
also be applied to the cut-up-method and 
the unlocking of deeper truths. The person 
must surrender their conscious control and 
thus become receptive to new feedback, 
which could lead to entirely novel ideas, 
technological breakthoughs, or even fields of 
study- like cybernetics itself.

YIELDING
 CONTROL

Walther. Enigma in use, Hamburg, 1943

The cracking of the German’s 
Enigma machine, by Alan Turing 
and his team, during World War 
II, was, essentially, made possible 
by the cut-up method. The 
algorithm used to break the code 
was based on random 
recombination and subsequent 
assessment.

Sound Activated Mobile - A sculpture 
that responded to a quiet yet 
sustained audio feedback, which 
fascinated many observers. Because 
the stimulous was very sensitive, 
people would try to produce the right 
level of sound to capture the 
machine’s attention for hours at a time.

SAM
Institute of Contemporary Art. 
Exhibition view, London, 1968

Music that employs circuitry-based 
sound technology. “At the turn of the 
20th century, experimentation with 
emerging electronics led to the first 
electronic musical instruments.”[2] 
This is a good example of both the 
cut-up method and cybernetics 
bound together by happenstance to 
create something new and previously 
unexpected.

Bonobo. Ten Tigers, Los Angeles, 
2013

“Coevolution occurs when two or more 
species reciprocally a�ect each other's 

evolution.”[3] The concept of 
cybernetics itself, as Norbert Wiener put 

it "the scientific study of control and 
communication in the animal and the 

machine", suggests a need for 
coevolution, namely, for coexistence and 

cooperation.

Dani Clode. Man playing guitar with third thumb [4], 2017
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Sticky Note
"Cybernetic Serendipity" was an exhibition of cybernetic art curated by Jasia Reichardt, shown at the Institute of Contemporary Arts, London in 1968. This seminal showing focused on machine-generated art by way of algorithmic recombination and software-based generation.

anahenriques
Sticky Note
Note the use of the word "try" in this paragraph. When they would manage, at last, it would have been a happy accident - serendipity.

anahenriques
Sticky Note
As evidenced by this installation, as much like the art inspired by the cut-up method, only those who dare go through the process are there to get inspired by the results.

anahenriques
Sticky Note
The notion of randomness present in the John Cage piece is relevant. Randomness, or rather, leaving a decision to chance, is amongst the most important tools of a computer composer, as exemplified by the John Cage piece. "Illiac Suite", on the other hand, is computer composed but performed by a string quartet.
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Sticky Note
Yielding means giving way under pressure. I used the word specifically to convey this pressure, which would received in the form of feedback.
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Sticky Note
A cybernetic feedback system

anahenriques
Sticky Note
The adequacy of this biological concept reinforces the aptitude of the parallels between a technological system and a biological one, prevalent all throughout [5].

anahenriques
Sticky Note
The example given to illustrate [6] still holds when compared to the concepts of cybernetics and machine integration in [5].

anahenriques
Sticky Note
Note the relevance of the concept of the cut-up method in this example. This is an instance where predictability was entirely eroded an made for an infallible strategy (much like the advantages of this method when applied to military strategy as described in [6])

anahenriques
Sticky Note
This is what the machine can do for us - serve us (people and machines, as a collective system), instead of people serving machines, like Wiener feared could happen. 

anahenriques
Sticky Note
This also denotes the importance of the machine in the society we built together, as remarked in [6]. Without these augmented processing abilities, who knows what outcome World War II could have had.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8b52qpyV__g
https://vimeo.com/220291411#at=3



