
There are two concepts of liberty; one positive and the other 
negative. [10] One can think of our freedom regarding technology 
much the same way. Access to new media can free us from wasting 
time on menial tasks. However, this can also rob us of our freedom to 
revel in those quiet moments, where time - that is, our feeling of time 
- allows for tranquility.
There is also a slight Marxist imprint in Stallman’s manifesto. 
Regarding the concept of freedom, the latter believed that the 
capitalist society was greedily pushing its denizens to specialised, 
unfulfilling work, which he considered to be contrary to human 
nature. Thus, he believed that people should be allowed to 
experiment with their time. As he put it: “in a communist society (…) it 
is possible for me to do one thing today and another tomorrow” [11]

“Conditioned as we are to read left-to-right 
and up-to-down, a mischievous cartoonist can 
play any number of tricks on us.” [2]
“Everyone will be permitted to modify and 
redistribute GNU, but no distributor will be 
allowed to restrict its further redistribution.” [1]
To manipulate is to direct or to alter. Either 
implies an appropriation of the original intent 
towards a personal goal. The freedom to 
manipulate the reader’s perception of the 
narrative or the source-code of a given 
program are equatable. Both allow for the 
sharing of a singular point of view, which aids 
in validating freedom of expression and 
creating a diverse cultural setting.

FREEDOM

The average human reaction time is about 3.1s. [5]. This, 
inherently, means that Now lasts us for approximately this 
long. Our perception of time is dependent upon a few 
biological regulators, like the circadian rhythm, whose 
frequency varies slightly in everyone. So, it being di�erent 
for everyone, what does it mean to experience time? 
Strictly speaking, the past doesn’t exist, so one cannot 
experience it. Much the same way, the future hasn’t 
happened yet so one cannot experience it either. However, 
we have all felt time move so… very… slowly… when we are 
bored, so it is undeniable that we feel time in some way. 
Hence, “Time is a personal and therefore emotional 
experience, controlled by social rhythms (…). Time is never 
only natural or only historical, only subjective or only 
objective: it is always both at the same time.” [6] 

NOW

“Governments of the Industrial World, you weary giants of flesh 
and steel, I come from Cyberspace, the new home of Mind. On 
behalf of the future, I ask you of the past to leave us alone. You 
are not welcome among us. You have no sovereignty where we 
gather.” [3]
“Digital information can be easily tracked and traced, and then 
tied to specific individuals who themselves can be mapped in 
space and time with a degree of sophistication that would make 
the greatest tyrants of days past envious.” [4]
The question then remains: is new media technology an agent 
for liberation, or an agent for control?

LIBERATION
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“In learning to read comics, we all learned to perceive time 
spatially, for in the world of comics, time and space are one and 
the same.” [2]
Einstein’s theory of relativity created a basal link between space 
and time. The Universe came to be described by three space 
dimensions and one time dimension. This 4-dimensional tissue is 
referred to as the space-time continuum.
So, just as we are accustomed to thinking of all parts of space as 
existing even if we are not there to experience them, all of time 
(past, present and future) is also constantly in existence even if 
we are not able to witness it. As such, time does not flow, it just is: 
“It is always now.” [2]

RELATIVITY
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“What’s GNU? Gnu’s Not Unix!” [1] 
Richard Stallman started his project 
of free software under this recursive 
acronym. Furthermore, this 
apophatic definition serves as a 
powerful commitment to not 
propagate the mistakes he saw 
being made at the time.
Speaking of, “The workings of time 
in comics should be as simple as -- 
one two three -- But they’re not.” [2] 
This panel appeared twice. This, in 
turn, illustrates the recursive nature 
of time, as comprised of contiguous 
familiar cycles. 

RECURSION
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As we know, those who are of previous mistakes are doomed to 
propagate them. It is then imperative to mantain some sort of archive 
on past events. However, our human brain doesn’t posess the capacity 
to store such a volume of information. We are then forced to rely on 
digital entities for this.
“These devices even reinforce this historical awareness, because they 
function as a collective memory; they are machines of the "living dead," 
as Gregory Whitehead called them. Electronic media reinforce (process 
and manipulate) our notion of time; they are all time machines 
producing machine time. Our sense of past, present and future is part 
of this machine time.” [6]

MEMORY
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MANIPULATION

1984
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In 1984, Apple introduced their Apple Macintosh 
personal computer with this ad: “On January 24th, 
Apple Computer will introduce Macintosh. And you'll 
see why 1984 won't be like 1984.” The Big Brother 
figure represented the control of technology by the few 
and the hammer-swinging heroine humanity’s liberator.
Looking back, it becomes a little ironic that Apple 
boasted about personal freedoms, seeing as they are 
now one of the ‘few’ monopolizing technology today. 
Furthermore, they are one of the main proponents of 
censorship and proprietary software via platforms like 
iTunes or the App Store. For further reading, please 
refer to Richard Stallman’s critique.
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Kate Titus. Kongens Have, Copenhagen. 2015

“The whole GNU project is really one big 
hack. It’s one big act of subversive 
playful cleverness, to change society for 
better, because I am only interested in 
changing it for better, but in a clever 
way.” [9]
But revolution can also refer to a circular 
motion about an axis, similarly to the 
way Earth revolves around the sun, in 
the duration that defines what we have 
come to understand as a year.

REVOLUTION
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“The prosperous man on a dark but starlit night drives comfortably 
in his carriage and has the lanterns lighted (…). But precisely 
because he has the lanterns lighted, and has a strong light close to 
him, precisely for this reason, he cannot see the stars. (…) So those 
deceived ones live in the temporal existence: either, occupied with 
the necessities of life, they are too busy to avail themselves of the 
view.” [7]
Ours is an increasingly accelerated and self-centered society. Given 
the unceasing stimuli, we now experience what Richard Wurman 
calls Information Anxiety [8]. 
Kierkegaard also wrote about anxiety. He argued that it precedes 
sin, but can also lead to the acknowledgement of one's freedom.

PRESENT AGE
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ANA HENRIQUES

https://artsandculture.google.com/streetview/moma-the-museum-of-modern-art/3AHAaPgvAuYGiA?hl=en%20moma&sv_h=100&sv_p=0&sv_pid=VmNyqokV2dri3OxeyQnYSA&sv_lid=6295470692375684307&sv_lng=-73.97802969999998&sv_lat=40.7614405&sv_z=1
https://stallman.org/apple.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VtvjbmoDx-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSkCny-HtTw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7E0fVfectDo
anahenriques
Sticky Note
An important note: Richard Stallman does not identify with the communist ideology. He is a reformer not a revolutionary and he supports the US Green Party, who don’t advocate the abolition of Capitalism.That said, I use the term "Marxist" in the sense of identifying capitalist ills and trying to solve them towards the betterment of society

anahenriques
Sticky Note
This is my take on New Media personified as a comic book character. It would be a powerful, yet ambiguously neutral figure, who is neither good nor bad - as represented by the sole presence of an outline. Its powers would involve manipulation and liberty granting abilities.

anahenriques
Sticky Note
Kierkegaard yields from Copenhagen, which is also the origin of the Hygge philosophy. Its preaching of a cozy and mindful mood of reveling in feelings of wellness and contentment has some Kierkegaardian sympathy, who was famously gloomy and anxious. This thought current thus aims to provide a way to quiet one's soul, which can be a nice escape from the accelerating technological age. 
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Sticky Note
This is a still from the video for this song, featured in the independent documentary Revolution OS. It recounts to story of the hackers who rebelled against the corporative power to create GNU/Linux and the Free Software movement.
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Sticky Note
The lyrics for this album's titular single were inspired by The Present Age essay by Søren Kierkegaard.
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Sticky Note
The album art features the work Orpheus and Eurydice by Auguste Rodin. As the tale goes, theirs was a union heralded as perfect. However, shortly after the wedding, Eurydice dies and Orpheus goes to rescue her from the Underworld. Hades ultimately allows her to leave, on the condition that Orpheus not look at her as she follows behind him. Nearing the end, Orpheus cannot contain himself any longer and glances at Eurydice. Unfortunately, as he broke the deal, she is immediately brought back to the Underworld. This time forever.I find this myth to be a germane metaphor for today. Orpheus had reached the end, but failed to think about whether Eurydice had as well. That is mirrored in our increasingly agitated society. Technology facilitates our desires, which, in turn, builds a more self-absorbed mentality. As such, if Orpheus had thought outside of his own head, he could have saved his and Eurydice's lives.

anahenriques
Sticky Note
This is a true example of the potential of the graphic narrative. McCloud highlights the importance of the reader's eye in the comic's portrayal of time. In this excerpt from Nogégon, we see a futuristic sculpture with a very interesting technique. He creates sculptures by dousing his model in a substance that is permeable to rock vapours which solidify with a light burst. The model then descends, and several casts of her movement are created. This is a beautiful illustration of the crystallization of several moments in a single panel, very reminiscent of the chronophotography technique. 

anahenriques
Sticky Note
This is an example of the use of recursion in art. More specifically, it illustrates the Mise en Abyme technique of placing a copy of an image within itself. Often, its purpose is to suggest an infinitely recurring sequence.
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Sticky Note
Kierkegaard lived very anguished soul. His troubles mirror the agitation and anxiety we experience as inhabitants of a technological society. 
Also, on a lighter note, I read a lot about Kierkegaard on the web. Hence, I can't help but wonder how he would feel about being a part of it.

anahenriques
Sticky Note
Fun fact: it was this commercial that started the media trend of creating Super-Bowl-specific ads. 
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Sticky Note
This feels like an appropriate example of the good and the bad. Google is a prime facilitator of a surveillance state, while simultaneously practicing some censorship of its platform's contents. However, it also allows for an unprecedented independent exploration of art and culture via projects like these virtual visits or Art Selfie.
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Sticky Note
Which can often feel like a relief in this increasingly agitated society.
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Sticky Note
In addition, because of the surveillance facilitated by technology and media, true freedom is also freedom from time and space.
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Sticky Note
This is the name of an essay penned by Kierkegaard but it also refers to our current technology-driven age.
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Sticky Note
The Copernican revolution fundamentally changed the way we think about our position within the universe, as it introduced the heliocentric model. But before this, Earth was thought of as the center of the solar system (and the universe).
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Sticky Note
We have already seen how this can carry nefarious consequences - and it does! However, I wanted to provide a small counter-point, with a more beneficial tone.
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Sticky Note
An event is then described as both a place and a time, occurs in a particular set of space-time coordinates. Hence, the space-time continuum as a whole can be thought of as a collection of infinite events.
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Sticky Note
Time and space are simply different threads of the same whole. As such, a gravitational wave is a ripple in that same fabric of space-time. Imagine if this fabric were just an extended sheet of rubber. Things that have mass (like planets and stars) will thus bend that rubber sheet. Furthermore, the larger the mass, the more this sheet will get bent. Likewise, objects with large masses create big distortions of our space-time continuum. (Fun fact: this is how orbits work).If we use this physical phenomenon as a metaphor for our interaction with media and technology, we realize we can compare them to objects with a large attractive pull which invariably distorts our perception of space-time.
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Sticky Note
Memories exist because our brain systems can experience time. 
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Sticky Note
Given the inherently mysterious nature of time, we learned to classify a few different notions: natural time, clock time and subjective time. Physicists theorize on natural time. 
Natural time is what physicists fuss about. Neuroscientists, on the other hand, deal with clock time and subjective time.
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Sticky Note
Machines and organisms are time machines in the sense that machines produce machine time, store a collective memory (which implies past knowledge) and have processing systems which work at a given processing speed. Organisms on the other hand, have their own unique biological clocks and cellular ageing mechanisms.
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Sticky Note
The hippocampus is agreed to be a crucial component of memory formation. Some of its functions include the detection of new events, places and stimuli. The hippocampus also encodes emotional context from the amygdala, which is part of why we recall certain emotions in relation to certain memories.
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Sticky Note
As a reference to both tyranny and time

anahenriques
Sticky Note
With the introduction of hypertext, our biological foundations of time are deconstructed and there is no longer a need for a past, future or present. It is all now.




